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1906 Fluorodeoxyglucose positron emission tomography improves preoperative
staging of resectable lung metastasis
U. Pastorino, MD, G. Veronesi, MD, C. Landoni, MD, M. Leon, PhD, M. Picchio, MD,
P. G. Solli, MD, F. Leo, MD, L. Spaggiari, MD, G. Pelosi, MD, M. Bellomi, MD, and
F. Fazio, Professor, Milan, Italy
The value of preoperative FDG-PET staging was assessed in 89 cases of suspected lung
metastases. In 21% of cases lung metastasectomy was excluded due to PET scan detection of
malignancy in other sites or benign disease. PET scan proved to be a valuable staging
procedure in otherwise resectable lung metastases.
1911 Pleural lavage cytology in non–small cell lung cancer: Lessons from 1000
consecutive resections
Morihito Okada, MD, PhD, Toshihiko Sakamoto, MD, PhD, Wataru Nishio, MD, PhD,
Kazuya Uchino, MD, Kenji Tsuboshima, MD, and Noriaki Tsubota, MD, PhD, Akashi City,
Hyogo, Japan
Cytology of pleural lavage fluid immediately after thoracotomy was examined in 1000
consecutive patients with nonsmall cell lung cancer. Forty-five (4.5%) patients had positive
cytologic findings. Cytologic status is an independent significant prognostic determinant and
constitutes useful information to detect patients at high risk of recurrence.
1916 Development of a canine model of pulmonary emphysema and imaging of
the emphysematous lung with infrared thoracoscopy
Masashi Gotoh, MD, Taku Okamoto, MD, Yasumichi Yamamoto, MD, Dage Liu, MD,
Kotaro Kameyama, MD, Eiichi Hayashi, MD, Cheng-Long Huang, MD, and
Hiroyasu Yokomise, MD, Kagawa, Japan
We successfully developed a canine pulmonary emphysema model by injecting porcine
pancreatic elastase through the bronchi. We succeeded in detecting emphysematous areas of the
lung by the objective and real-time method of infrared thoracoscopic examination.
1922 The immunologic role of thymectomy in the treatment of myasthenia gravis:
Implication of thymus-associated B-lymphocyte subset in reduction of the
anti-acetylcholine receptor antibody titer
Meinoshin Okumura, MD, Mitsunori Ohta, MD, Yukiyasu Takeuchi, MD, Hiroyuki Shiono, MD,
Masayoshi Inoue, MD, Kenjiro Fukuhara, MD, Yoshihisa Kadota, MD, Shinichiro Miyoshi, MD,
Yoshitaka Fujii, MD, and Hikaru Matsuda, MD, Osaka, Japan
To elucidate the biological role of thymectomy in the treatment of myasthenia gravis, we
studied the immunologic characteristics of the thymus. Reduction of anti-acetylcholine receptor
antibody titer after thymectomy was dependent on predominance of thymus-associated B
lymphocytes and germinal center B lymphocytes in the non-thymomatous myasthenia gravis
patients.
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